
Episode 10: University of Dallas

---

I hope you’ve been gassing up because we have a few more stops of our Dallas Road
Trip! For Episode 10, we find ourselves at the University of Dallas.

The University of Dallas contributes strongly to the presence of the Catholic
community and culture in the DFW area. UD opened its doors in 1956 under the
sponsorship of the Diocese of Dallas and Bishop Gorman,1 the current bishop at the
time. Located in Irving, UD supports an enrollment of approximately 1,500
undergraduate students and approximately 1,000 graduate students.2 It calls itself
“The Catholic University of Independent Thinkers” and this description is well
supported by its mission statement which reads: “The University is dedicated to the
recovery of the Christian intellectual tradition, and to the renewal of Catholic
theology in fidelity to the Church and in constructive dialogue with the modern
world.”3 Faith and reason are the two pillars of the Christian intellectual tradition and
of particular interest to the University of Dallas is the intellectual tradition of the
West, and their curriculum is highly influenced by the contribution of the West’s
greatest thinkers. Though the Catholic Church cannot necessarily take credit for the
institution of the University system, it is notable that the “university developed and
matured at the height of Catholic Europe” and that, holding an authoritarian role in
society, many popes were intimately involved in the management of the universities-

3 https://udallas.edu/about/mission.php
2 https://udallas.edu/about/facts.php

1https://udallas.edu/about/history.php#:~:text=The%20charter%20of%20the%20University,the%
20Catholic%20Diocese%20of%20Dallas.
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offering papal charters to the schools, approving degrees, and mediating
grievances.4

Education is extremely important when it comes to religious belief. Without
education, we are far more susceptible to false gospels and narratives; we are less
able to apply our faculties to critical thought; we are less able to share the Gospel
message, and its application to modern situations, in an intelligible manner. Global
literacy, for instance, which has gone from 21.4% of the world’s population being
literate to 86.25% since 19005, has been essential in giving lay people access to the
Scriptures, as previously, only educated priests and religious were able to read the
Bible.

Priests and religious have played a major role in the founding and running of the
University of Dallas .“UD has had a long relationship with a number of religious
orders, including the Cistercians, Franciscans, Dominicans, Sisters of Saint Mary of
Namur, and School Sisters of Notre Dame.”6 The university’s catholicity is beautifully
expressed in its openness to students from all over the world, of different races, and
of different faith traditions.

A fun tradition of the University of Dallas is that of its Groundhogs Day Celebration!
As noted on the History Channel’s coverage of the event in 2013: “Simply called
‘Groundhog,’ the celebratory weekend festival culminates with a party in the aptly
named Groundhog Park and features live bands, food and beer. The school's official
mascot is the Crusader, but the unofficial Groundhog mascot is arguably more
popular. The University of Dallas Groundhog celebration is thought to be the
second-largest in the United States, after the Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, event. In
fact, the festivities aren't limited to the Dallas campus: Alumni take the party on the
road by hosting celebrations in their own hometowns."7

The Irving Campus isn’t the only place you will find the presence of UD- The
University of Dallas has a campus in Due Santi, meaning “Two Saints” in honor of Sts.
Peter and Paul,  about one hour southeast of Rome.8 On their Due Santi Estate, sits
the vineyard for Due Santi wines.9 Those of age are encouraged to check out their
website and try a bottle! Hey, what better way to support higher education!

9 https://duesantiwines.com/
8 https://udallas.edu/rome/romecampus/index.php
7 https://udallas.edu/news/2013/history-channel-web-story-features-uds-groundhog.php
6 https://newmansociety.org/college/university-of-dallas/

5https://ourworldindata.org/literacy#:~:text=Global%20literacy%20has%20grown%20substanti
ally,with%20the%20exercise%20of%20power.

4https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/education/catholic-contributions/the-catholic-church-
and-the-creation-of-the-university.html
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