
Episode 7: St. Jude

---

Welcome to the Dallas Road Trip, where we have been exploring the Dallas Catholic
history in our own backyard. Our 7th episode is taking us to a very small location that
has a mighty presence- St. Jude Chapel in downtown.

Sometimes, a spiritual oasis can be where you least expect it.

Nestled among a row of regular looking city buildings can be found the St. Jude
Chapel. Walking down Main Street, you might even miss it if it weren’t for the
massive mural of a sunburst which sits above its doorway. This mural is of particular
interest to those of the artist community. The mural, designed by Gyorgy Kepes, is 29
feet long by 12 feet high and features 800,000 mosaic tiles. “A Sunburst in brilliant
color, it portrays the glory of the son of God from Whom comes life and sustenance.”1

In preparations for the 50th anniversary of the chapel, which was in 2018, a woman
by the name of Julie Richey was charged with restoring the mosaic which had
suffered fractures and developed mildew under its surface. Fun fact: You can check
out more of Richey’s work in the tiled mosaic at Gate 38 of Terminal D at the DFW
airport or in the mosaic seal for the University of Dallas at their Cardinal Ferrell Hall.2

The St. Jude restoration was a major undertaking that involved seeking the original
producer of the tiles and cleaning the tiles individually with dish soap. During the
many hours that Richey spent in front of the chapel, she grew in appreciation of the
chapel’s role in Dallas. “‘It’s not just for Catholics,’ Richey says of the chapel. ‘There are

2 http://www.juliericheymosaics.com/
1 https://stjudechapel.org/about-us

1

http://www.juliericheymosaics.com/
https://stjudechapel.org/about-us


tourists, neighbors, homeless people. It’s an oasis on Main Street. It’s an important
link for the city.’”3

Richey was able to see the mission of the chapel incarnate. Father Jonathan Austin
said it best when he spoke of St. Jude’s, “This chapel really belongs to everyone.”4

While there has been a cathedral in Dallas since 1902, many strongly felt there
should be a downtown presence of the Catholic Church. An enthusiastic convert to
Catholicism, Arthur Hughes, put the project of establishing a Catholic chapel into
motion, purchasing a building on Main Street with permission from the Bishop. It
took half a million dollars, but after one year, St. Jude was dedicated in 1968. Father
Joseph Schumaker, the chapel’s first priest, noted how people of all faiths would
come and stop by the chapel.5 This still occurs today. The chapel provides a place for
those needing a spiritual oasis in which to find some peace from their troubles.  St.
Jude’s website reads: “Those using the facilities of Saint Jude Chapel are of all faiths,
or of no faith… they say… yet faith surely abides in the deepest secret passages of the
hearts of all who come to kneel before Christ, the King.”

Perhaps there is something profound about the patronage of St. Jude, who is known
as the Patron Saint of Lost Causes. We don’t actually know a lot about St. Jude, the
Apostle, as the Gospels don’t tell us much about him and the Letter of Jude in the
Epistles cannot be accredited to him. However, we do know that devotion to St. Jude
has been attractive, even to non-Catholics, and many have been recipients of
miracles they attribute to St. Jude’s intercession. In the middle of a city- a place that
is often home to poverty, hunger, homelessness, the stress of the corporate world,
the noise of traffic, strangers passing unaware of one another’s pains- how beautiful
is it that a chapel, marked with a burst of light, opens its doors to those who feel like
there is no hope.
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